
Since March 2023, we have 
been campaigning 
alongside the Tech 
Collective for fair and equal 
access for diabetes tech in 
Scotland. 

Here is our journey so far…



March 23rd

Launch of our ‘postcode look 

up’ tool on our website that 

shows tech usage per health 

board.

March 2nd

Announcement of 

Diabetes Tech Can’t 

Wait campaign.

March 20th

We posted the first 

story shared by our 

campaigner Shelley 

Murray. 

March 17th

Parliamentary Motion 

signed by 3 party 

leaders, 4 health 

spokespersons and 28% 

of all MSPs.

https://www.diabetes.org.uk/tech-cant-wait
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=6383238705041434&set=a.347846291914069&__tn__=%2CO*F
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=6441989869166317&set=a.347846291914069&__tn__=%2CO*F
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/votes-and-motions/S6M-08272


May 4th

Further recruitment 

to the Tech 

Collective begins.

April 27th
Over 400 people join 

the campaign. 

May 18th

Zoe and Kirsty 

video shows impact 

of access to 

diabetes tech as 

parents.

March 29th
Foysol Choudhury MSP 

highlights the 

campaign at the 

Scottish Government 

questions.

https://www.facebook.com/DiabetesScot/posts/pfbid0JrCAjHWYHEfSDGbVPrBemvyuDmpZgRdWeY96zjwCpHLL5XqGFGLKZDqVqn5mRfG7l?__tn__=%2CO*F
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=6557534240945212&set=a.347846291914069&__tn__=%2CO*F
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7nT5SVy6F9k
https://www.facebook.com/DiabetesScot/posts/pfbid0y1LRq7aFrJ2XJ7qSSEbNkaXsoXfEyVtK5cW3LcUoVHvsCCdzuXdE4fSZzLPLVGYLl?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX7V3FdSKnuZXl1W99Kl5w7T4ll8NrGjp3zUSVZcKuFuavm5m6AQF3Jo-vYbjTtcqU65FuIVUKto0cJK5Suh85GQk3di2WlXvi3ks2vPli3q0UANKTds-daw8EY1vEk7vjUGqG2AiPPhBAvcXu7BLRg6NKeAsgwPy0A541_Uj9QbNjxk94Z4IE1ti_s3vYvDuc&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R


June 14th

Co-ordinated tweet to 

the First Minister about 

Diabetes Tech after his 

response to campaigner 

Kirsty Jarvis’s question 

during the leadership 

contest.

August 29th

Introduction to 

Diabetes Tech Webinar 

with over 450 sign ups 

and 200 attendees.

September 1st
7/14 Health Boards 

respond to MSP ask of 

plans for rollout of 

diabetes tech. 

October 25th
Three days of meetings with 

all political parties and the 

Minister for Public Health 

and Women’s Health Jenni 

Minto MSP.

https://twitter.com/DiabetesScot/status/1668905609209556994
https://www.facebook.com/DiabetesScot/videos/1950448295342420/?__tn__=%2CO-R
https://twitter.com/DiabetesScot/status/1717458670097744285


Nov 8th
Speaking with First 

Minister Humza Yousaf 

about our campaign. 

Nov 14th
The Diabetes Tech 

Can’t Wait campaign is 

launched at the World 

Diabetes Day event in 

Scottish Parliament.

Nov 14th
Three Scottish 

opposition parties  

write joint letter to the 

Minister for Public 

Health Jenni Minto 

MSP expressing 

support for the report 

recommendations. 

Dec 19th
The National Institute of 

Health Care and 

Excellence  outlines 

details of who will be 

offered hybrid closed-

loop technology in 

England and Wales. 

Feb 7th
Co-ordinated social 

media to the First 

Minister: NHS 

England has a 5-year 

plan to fund the roll 

out hybrid closed 

loop technology. 

Don’t leave Scotland 

out of the Loop.

https://www.instagram.com/reel/Cz_-GkXItIJ/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C0hcaeFPShM/
https://x.com/DiabetesScot/status/1755305599238038010?s=20
https://diabetes-resources-production.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/resources-s3/public/2024-02/The%203%20Scottish%20Parliament%20opposition%20parties%20endorsement%20letter%20of%20the%20recommendations%20(PDF,%20421KB).pdf?VersionId=6x6zfvWu4lpgOjjlsVoiRLqmdBu.5dKA
https://www.england.nhs.uk/long-read/hybrid-closed-loop-technologies-5-year-implementation-strategy/


Glasgow Times STV News The Herald The Press 
and Journal BBC

https://www.glasgowtimes.co.uk/news/23982224.glasgow-diabetic-calls-end-postcode-lottery-lifesaving-kit/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/business_hq/23706221.learn-diabetes-technology-matters-scotland/
https://news.stv.tv/scotland/diabetic-scots-left-out-the-loop-over-insufficient-access-to-new-life-changing-hcl-technology
https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/news/highlands-islands/5538691/highlander-type-1-diabetes-insulin-pumps/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3md9Ivrk_RI




Meet campaigner kirsty
Kirsty says being part of the Tech Collective has been “so inspiring.” 

When she first joined the Collective, she had just started using an insulin pump. 

Her fellow Collective members taught her about hybrid closed loop systems and 

helped her to get one for herself.

The biggest achievement of Kirsty’s volunteering was getting 

the chance to speak on behalf of the Tech Collective 

at a parliamentary reception on World Diabetes Day in 2023.

“I still can’t believe it happened, how many people get to do 

that? Someone gave me seven minutes to stand and talk in 

front of politicians and Healthcare Professionals and my 

peers with diabetes. It was fantastic getting to do that.”

Read more about Kirsty’s journey

https://www.diabetes.org.uk/guide-to-diabetes/managing-your-diabetes/treating-your-diabetes/insulin-pumps
http://www.diabetes.org.uk/guide-to-diabetes/diabetes-technology/closed-loop-systems
https://www.diabetes.org.uk/about-us/news-and-views/diabetes-scotland-publishes-diabetes-tech-cant-wait-campaign-report-1
https://www.diabetes.org.uk/get_involved/world-diabetes-day
https://www.diabetes.org.uk/your-stories/kirsty-french-volunteer-spotlight


For many people with 
diabetes, technology can 
be a very important part of 
how they manage their 
diabetes. 

There are lots of different 
types of diabetes tech, like 
insulin pumps and 
continuous glucose 
monitors (CGM for short).



▪ Tethered insulin pumps + patch pumps 

available.

▪ Removes need to inject (as often).

▪ Blood sugar levels more often in your 

target range.

▪ Tailor your insulin more easily before, 

during and after exercise.

▪ More flexibility in what, when and how 

much you eat.



▪ Your latest sugar levels show up on device or 

mobile automatically, transmitted by 

Bluetooth.

▪ Removes need to finger prick (as often).

▪ You can share your data online with your 

healthcare team.

▪ Helps understand how food, activity, and 

other things affect your sugar levels.

▪ You can set an alarm to sound if your sugar 

levels go too low or too high.



▪ Insulin pump + CGM + algorithm

▪ The technology ‘talks to each other’

▪ Also called an “artificial pancreas”

▪ Different insulin pumps and CGMs work 

together depending on what companies in the 

industry have teamed up.

▪ The diabetes community have created a “DIY 

loop”
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